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surround yourself with positive people, stay away
from those who continue to “not be positive”.
Change can only come with an open mind, an open
heart and the willingness to change.
This concept is gaining momentum at our Post. It
is, however, still an issue from time to time, but
there are members who know how to change and
how to influence others by being happy, laughing
and showing how much they care for others. It is
much easier to walk away from unpleasantness
and bad behavior than it is to confront it.
Constructive criticism is always a possibility when
communicating your opinion rather then being
demanding. We all share the same goals and
when we work together like a well-oiled machine,
there will always be a positive outcome. But it
starts with each one of us individually. This is the
only way our Post can continue to grow and
prosper.

COMMANDER’S CORNER
There comes a time in life when you walk away
from all the drama and the people who create
it. But with all our various personalities at the
Legion, we try to surround ourselves, hopefully, with people who make us laugh, forget
the bad, and try and focus on the good. We
cherish our friends and love the people who
treat us right. Pray for the ones who don’t
because life is too short to be anything but
happy. Falling down is part of life, but getting
back up is living. It is a human responsibility
to take care of the person who needs our
attention most and to show forgiveness. It is
also our responsibility to not find fault in every
little discretion. Not a single person walking
the earth can say they have never made a
mistake. It is when mistakes become an
attitude and a bad attitude becomes the norm.
A good example of this is holding a grudge. So
how do we fix this? It is like forgiving someone
in order to keep the anxiety, frustration and,
possibly, the hate from destroying ourselves.
I’ve always had the view that if you want to

Remember to always keep our sick, our Veterans
serving here and abroad, our families and friends
that support our Post, in your prayers.
For God and Country,
Wendell R. Hickman
Commander
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RIDER’S NEWS…………
This past Thursday, January 24th, our
Post 4 ALR Director, Dan Rouse,
presented a plaque to The American
Legion Post 277 in Walton, KY for
Christa Lykins, who is a Bar Tender
there, for her outstanding and dedicated
service to the American Legion Riders
Post 4’s 2018 Teddy Bear Ride. She
sold the Teddy Bear Cards at Post 277
for the ride, which helped to buy more
Bears for the kids. Thank you so much.
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American Legion Riders

Whose doing what?

Dan Rouse/Director
Dave Brotherton/Secretary-Treasurer
Bob Korns/Vice Director
Ralph Dinn/Chaplain
Rich Eilers/Sergeant-at-Arms

Wendell Hickman/Commander
Commanderalpost4@gmail.com
Dan Vines/1st Vice
Daniel.vines.dv@gmail.com

Sons of the American Legion

Brett Morehouse/2nd Vice
Brettmorehouse_78@hotmail.com

Norb Lankeit/Commander
Jeff Hamilton/1st Vice
Reuben Weatherington/2nd Vice
Paul Wells/Finance
Mike Brokamp/Adjutant
Ron Cornelius/Historian
Josh Hamilton/Chaplain
Bobby Merrill/Sergeant-at-Arms

Doug Brashear/Finance Officer
Financeofficeralpost4@gmail.com
Faye Fayson/Adjutant
Adjutantalpost4@gmail.com
Al Seiter/Service Officer
aseiter@zoomtown.com
Judge Advocate
Mark Gifford/Sergeant-at-Arms
Gmarkrobbie1@hotmail.com
Rick Hopple/Chaplain
641rhopple@gmail.com
Diana Steckel/Historian
Dianasteckel@gmail.com

Unit 4 Auxiliary
Ruth Conway/President
Tracy Webster/1st Vice
Becky Weatherington/2nd Vice
Brenda Lay/Chaplain
Secretary/Angela Weatherington
Paula Smith/Treasurer
JoAnn Harvey/Historian
Bonnie Smith/Sergeant-at-Arms
Missy Bruns/Asst. Sgt.-at-Arms
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The American Legion's Top
12 Legislative Priorities for
Congress
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of our nation’s flag has always been a
priority for The American Legion.
Women veterans. Women veterans are the
fastest growing demographic to serve in the
military and to enroll in the VA health care
system. Since 2000, the number of women
veterans receiving VA health care has more
than doubled and that number is expected to
increase as more women veterans become
eligible to receive care through VA. The
American Legion believes that it is vital for
VA to develop a comprehensive health care
program in order to address health care
needs specific to women who have served in
the armed forces, and the Legion will
continue to advocate for legislation that
addresses these shortcomings.

The following are the top issues that The
American Legion will be fighting for in this
session of the 116th Congress.
Wartime veteran. More than 1,600 U.S.
military men and women since the end of
World War II have been killed or were
wounded during times of armed conflict not
recognized by the U.S. government. The
American Legion passed Resolution 1 at its
Fall 2018 National Executive Committee
meeting calling on Congress to direct VA to
expand the definition of "wartime veteran"
to include all military personnel who served
honorably under Title 10 orders for at least
one day during this continuous period of
armed conflict.

Suicide prevention. An estimated 20
veterans die by suicide every day and many
are not receiving care or support through the
VA that may have saved them. The
American Legion urges Congress to provide
VA the necessary funds to hire mental
health care professionals and proper staffing
for its Integrative Health and Wellness
Program. Getting veterans enrolled in these
services is a priority of The American
Legion
.
Citizenship. Immigrants to the United
States often join the military as a path to
obtain citizenship. However, veterans have
reported being deported after failing to
obtain U.S. citizenship while in service. The

Agent Orange. The American Legion
remains firm in its position that all veterans
exposed to Agent Orange – on land, sea or
air – deserve service-connected disability
benefits for adverse health conditions
presumed to be linked to such exposure.
American flag. The American Legion will
continue to fight for an amendment to the
U.S. Constitution that prohibits the physical
desecration of the American flag. As a
physical representation of the ideals that
America stands for, protecting the sanctity
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American Legion supports measures to
ensure the process of naturalization through
honorable military service is completed
prior to discharge.
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servicemembers into waiving their
employment rights and protections through
arbitration agreements.
National security. The American Legion
supports a defense budget that reverses
sequestration and its effects, rebuilds U.S.
military end strength and weaponry and
fairly compensates military personnel,
especially in an ongoing time of global
warfare.

Veteran homelessness. VA pledged to
eradicate veteran homelessness and The
American Legion supports the continued
funding of programs to address this serious
issue. Congress must continue making
investments in affordable housing and
programs that help get veterans and their
families off the streets and into stable
housing with supportive services.

Implement, oversee new laws. The 115th
Congress was filled with significant wins
for America’s veterans. Now, these wins
must be implemented. The American Legion
will continue to support the oversight over
the implementation of critical legislation
passed during the 115th Congress, securing
that these laws are enacted correctly and in
the best interests of America’s veterans.

VA benefits. Many military retirees are
forced to forfeit a portion of their pension in
order to receive VA service-connected
disability pay. VA survivor benefits are also
offset from military Survivor Benefit Plan
annuities. The American Legion supports
legislation to repeal both of these unjust
offsets.

The above information is posted on The
American Legion’s website under
“Legislative Center” as of February 7,
2019. As reported by this newsletter in
the January, 2019 edition, which
described the agenda for the 115th
Congress, The American Legion
continues in its service to our Veterans.
You can tell future veterans, who may
want to become a member of The
American Legion, how their
membership matters for all Veterans
and their families.

GI Bill. Expanding GI Bill benefits to
include access to capital for entrepreneurial
veterans enables them to overcome a major
obstacle in building a small business. The
American Legion supports legislation that
would expand GI Bill benefits to assist
veterans in obtaining access to small
business capital.
Veteran employment rights. The American
Legion will continue to urge Congress to
prohibit employers from pressuring
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ORATORICAL COMPETITION
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ADJUTANT NEWS
By Faye Fayson, Adjutant

Our Post has just been notified that on
February 10th, our most recent Oratorical
Contestant from District 6, has won the Area B
contest! District Commander, Brett Morehouse, told us that Littia Hicks (age 17) of Post
219 in Alexandria, Kentucky walked away with
the competition! Congratulations, Littia! Now,
onto State Competition in Frankfort, KY on
March 3rd.

If you are having any issues with your Legion
Card or membership, please feel free to
contact me at (512) 638-2353 or email to
adjutantalpost4@gmail.com
I plan on being available at the Legion the first
Monday of the month from noon to 4PM.

Quote of the Day…….
Expect the best. Prepare for the
worst. Capitalize on what comes.
ZIG ZIGLAR

IMPORTANT KENTUCKY
STATE LEGISLATION
As we all know, our Commander,
Wendell Hickman, climbs into the
famous “Beer Truck” and turns in our
weekly cans to the recyclers in
Burlington. Although aluminum prices
have declined over the years, he still
manages to add to the Post’s Beer
Account, which then pays for various
projects at the Post. Every little bit
helps. But we have recently discovered
that our legislators are proposing a new
gas tax that will affect all of us, including
the “Beer Truck”. This proposed
legislation has appeared in many news
outlets in the State, and one in
~6~
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particular, Americans for ProsperityKentucky (AFP-KY) which has launched
a digital video campaign against raising
the Commonwealth’s gas tax. In this
year’s legislative session, White House
Bill 609 did not come to a vote. The
proposed measure would raise the state
gas tax by at least 10 cents and cost
Kentucky drivers more than $250 million
per year. The measure also includes a
13-cent hike on diesel, and fee increases for electric and hybrid vehicles.
AFP-KY is against the gas tax and its
latest effort will use new video resources
to get their message across that
increasing the gas tax is wrong for the
Commonwealth. The digital ad
campaign highlights the need for
Frankfort to curtail excessive spending
and implement fundamental budget
reforms. How will that impact us as
citizens? Let’s assume the legislators
pass a higher amount such as 25 cents.
For every gallon of gas pumped and the
average vehicle pumps 15 gallons per
week, your bill will go up $3.75 and over
the course of a year, your wallet will
have $195.00 fewer dollars. The AFPKY’S Campaign can be found at their
website or if you would like to sign their
petition to oppose the Gas Tax, click on

Their sign-in page for their petition
states, “Some Kentucky lawmakers are
calling for a higher gas tax. The Bluegrass State can fix its roads, bridges
and infrastructure by prioritizing projects
and efficiently spending the funding we
already have. That’s the reform we
need. Stand with hard-working
Kentuckians and oppose gas tax hikes!”

https://americansforprosperity.ivolunteer
s.com/sign

https://legiscan.com/KY/text/HB609/id/1
744425

You can also contact your local, state
and national representatives and voice
your opinion on this newest legislation.

For anyone wanting to read the actual
bill that was proposed and not passed,
click on,
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basketball, the Cincinnati Reds and
anything horseracing. He will definitely
be missed by our Post at the Honor
Guard table whenever he felt like
stopping by and having a beer with his
comrades. Rest in Peace, Ed.

DISTRICT MEETING
The next District Meeting is scheduled for April 6th
at Post 203 in Covington. Lunch will begin at 1PM
followed by the meeting at 2PM.

SPRING CONFERENCE
Rather than traveling south to Louisville for any
other conference, Spring Conference once again is
going to be held in our neck of the woods,
specifically, at the Holiday Inn, 1717 Airport
Exchange Blvd, Erlanger, KY 41018 on April 12th and
13th.

A Word from the Ladies
As reported above, our Post will be
hosting special guests during Spring
Conference. The American Legion
Auxiliary will be sponsoring a special
fund raiser for, specifically, our homeless lady veterans. In addition, they will
be entertaining District, State and
National Auxiliary officials for this
special event. Between 6pm and 11pm
on Friday, April 12th, a spaghetti dinner
will be served for all those in attendance. A $5.00 donation for the “Lady
Veterans Connect” project will be greatly
appreciated.

One of Our Own
Edward “Ed” Daugherty, 86, of
Covington, passed away peacefully on
February 19th, 2019. He was a member
of the American Legion Boone Post 4
and served in the U.S. Army during the
Korean War, earning a Purple Heart.
He retired from the IRS as a tax
examiner and was an avid fan of UK
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February 15, 2014 ·
Remington, one of the world’s largest gun
manufacturers, will on Monday join Gov.
Robert Bentley (R) to announce they are
bringing over 2,000 jobs to Alabama. Most of
the jobs will be relocated from their Ilion, NY
plant, and the initial investment in Alabama will
be $87 million. Founded in 1816 in upstate
New York, the company is one of the nation’s
oldest continuously operating manufacturers.
Remington is the only U.S. manufacturer of
both firearms and ammunition products and
one of the largest domestic producers of
shotguns and rifles. Remington first began
considering new locations after the New York
legislature passed the Secure Ammunition and
Firearms Enforcement (SAFE) Act in response
to the tragic shootings in Newtown, Conn. It
broadened the definition of so-called “assault
weapons” to include a wide range of guns,
including the Bushmaster, which was being
manufactured at Remington’s New York plant.
A month ago Gov. Andrew Cuomo (D-NY) said
“extreme conservatives” who are “right-to-life,
pro-assault-weapon, anti-gay,” have “no place
in the state of New York.” Gov. Bentley responded “In Alabama we strongly support and
uphold our great U.S. Constitution on which
our nation and our states were founded. “The
Constitution serves to protect individual
freedoms. Among them are those guaranteed
in the Second Amendment, which protects the
right of the people to keep and bear Arms. We
will protect the freedoms of individuals and
welcome any one or any company to Alabama
to discover as so many have, that we are a
pro-business state filled with good, hardworking people. If Gov. Cuomo doesn’t want hard
working pro-life and pro-2nd Amendment
people in his state, we will gladly take them
here in Alabama.”

Gov. Andrew Cuomo (D-NY) Doesn't
Want Them

One of our Veterans recently posted the
following on Facebook:
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APR2019
SUN

MON

TUE

01

W ED

02

THU

03
Legion Riders
Meeting 7PM

07

08

09

FRI

04
Queen of
Hearts 7PM

10

14

15

16
S.A.L. Meeting
6PM

Membership
Meeting 2PM

17
Auxiliary
Meeting 6:30PM

05

18
Queen of
Hearts 7PM

06

Karaoke 8PM Karaoke 8PM
District 6 Meeting/Post 203

11
Queen of
Hearts 7PM

SAT

12

13

Karaoke 8PM Karaoke 8PM
Spring
Conference

Spring
Conference

19

20

Karaoke 8PM Karaoke 8PM
Good Friday

Passover

Palm Sunday

21
EASTER

22

23

24

Earth Day

28

25
Queen of
Hearts 7PM

29

30

Auxiliary Spaghetti Dinner, April 12th, 6PM to 11PM
Easter Operating Hours on April 21st, 12PM - Close
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26

27

Karaoke 8PM Karaoke 8PM

