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suggest to you a way to respond to a “no” by
saying, “this organization exists to support YOU
100% and has been doing it for 100 years. What
would you like The American Legion to do for you?”

So, as we go about our daily lives, you may or may
not have that one moment or opportunity to invite a
Veteran to our Post. But if you do and that Veteran
sees the importance of what we do and continue to
do and wants to be a part of it, don’t hesitate.

COMMANDER’S CORNER
The start of a new year brings anticipation. After
the hustle and bustle of the holidays, you say to
yourself, “I’ve made it to another one”. Now it’s
one day at a time to get closer to spring! Our Post
has a lot to look forward to this year.

Remember to always keep our sick, our Veterans
serving here and abroad, our families and friends
that support our Post, in your prayers.

Danny Thomas, founder of St. Jude’s Children’s
Hospital, once said, “Success has nothing to do
with what you gain in life or what you accomplish
for yourself. It is what you do for others.” Our task
for 2019 continues to be service to others. But we
should think and concentrate on new members. As
I hear in the Lounge quit often, we need “younger”
members who have served our country and need a
place to continue their service. Where do we find
these Veterans? We find them in the grocery store,
at the doctor’s office, at the community centers and
where ever people gather. Recruiting is a mind-set.
As I have heard successful sales professionals say,
“you can’t get the order unless you ask”. But along
with that, you need to have in your mind a key
element that will let that Veteran know how much
The American Legion supports them and their
families. It should be one where no thinking is
required to answer a question. I have heard such
comments as, I don’t to get involved because I am
too busy or my service ended a while ago. I will

Wendell R. Hickman
Commander

For God and Country,
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expectation for enrollees in VA’s health-care
system. Excessive outsourcing would render
VHA too small to function economically or
preserve quality of care and essentially
dismantle it. Congress should pass
legislation to unify VA’s multiple non-VA
care programs with VA as the coordinator
and guarantor of care. (Resolution 372)

The American Legion Legislative
Agenda for the 115th Congress
As provided by The American Legion
website, the following is an excerpt from
a brochure that can be downloaded,
explaining the objectives of the Legion
with the 115th Congress.

Fully fund a superior national defense as
the global war on terror continues
It is critical to maintain a well-funded
national security strategy to ensure a strong
national defense. The United States must
enhance foreign policy, improve military
intelligence, and increase cyber operations
and capabilities. The American Legion
advocates for a good quality of life for our
troops and an improved transition process
from military service to civilian life. The
Legion vows to fight against
those who desire to reduce the benefits of
veterans, servicemembers, and their families
to obtain short- term budget gains.
(Resolutions 17 and 86)

Support VA’s suicide prevention efforts
As our nation deals with the effects of nearly
two decades of war, the need for mental
health services for our veterans will no doubt
increase in the years to come. It is imperative
to combat VA’s staffing shortage
by increasing recruitment and retention
budgets, while also expanding direct hiring
authority to medical center directors to
expedite the hiring process of mental health
professionals. All health care possibilities
should be explored and considered to find the
appropriate treatments, therapies and cures
for veterans suffering from visible and/or
invisible wounds. The American Legion strongly
advocates for complementary and alternative
therapy and urges Congress to provide VA the
necessary funding to increase its Integrative
Health and Wellness Program. (Resolutions 28
and 165)

Create lifetime electronic health record
The American Legion supports VA in finally
implementing a quality lifetime electronic
health record (EHR) system that works in
concert with the Department of Defense
system to ensure that veterans' medical
documents transfer seamlessly from active
service to VA and community providers.
(Resolution 83)

Limit outsourcing, unify VA’s programs
Continued focus is needed to ensure VA can
meet challenges in delivering high-quality,
timely benefits and health care to veterans.
In 2018, critical policy choices must be
made, primarily the future of the Veterans
Choice Program, which expires in August. A
community care option is now a basic

Reclassify cannabis for medical research
The American Legion supports increased
research into cannabis as part of the
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larger effort to develop complementary
and alternative treatments and therapies.
Cannabis is classified as schedule I drug
and drugs such as cocaine,
methamphetamine and methadone are
classified as schedule II drugs. The
American Legion urges Congress to
amend legislation to remove Cannabis
from schedule I and reclassify it in a
category that, at a minimum, will
recognize cannabis as a drug with
potential medical value, and further
urge the Drug Enforcement Agency to license
privately-funded medical cannabis
production operations in the United States to
enable safe and efficient cannabis drug
development research. (Resolutions
11,160,165)
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Defend veteran’s education benefits
As the primary author of the original GI Bill,
The American Legion continues to focus on
the sustainability of this important earned
benefit, while ensuring that veterans receive
the most benefit possible from it. (Resolution
349)
Repeal unfair offsets that penalize
Disabled veterans and widows
Many military retirees must forfeit some
of their retirement pay to receive their
VA service-connected disability
compensation. It is equally outrageous
VA survivor benefits (DIC) are offset from
military Survivor Benefit Plan annuities.
The American Legion supports legislation
to repeal both of these unjust offsets.
(Resolutions 85 and 224)

Institute gender-specific health care
for women veterans
Women veterans face remarkably different
experiences than their male counterparts
when transitioning in and out of combat
roles, in between services or back to civilian
life. VA must ensure an improved quality of
life for women veterans with gender-specific
health care to meet their needs. (Resolution
147)

Provide mandatory end-of-service
exams for reservists
Active-duty servicemembers have the
right to physical examinations when
separating. After all, servicemembers
retiring from active duty are
required to have such examinations. This
same right to an end-of-service exam is
only partially authorized for reserve
component servicemembers. This unfair
treatment must be changed. (Resolution
85)

Support those who care for wounded veterans
There are 5.5 million caregivers who go
unnoticed while they care for America’s
wounded. Military caregivers suffer higher
rates of depression and health problems
than others. The American Legion is
committed to supporting these hidden
heroes. (Resolution 146)

Ensure those returning from active duty
retain re-employment rights
The Uniformed Services Employment
and Re- employment Rights Act protects
the rights of servicemembers to be reemployed after returning from active
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duty, including reserve or National
Guard members. The American Legion
wants to prohibit employers from
pressuring a veteran into waiving his or
her veteran’s employment rights and
protections. (Resolution 315)
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National Commander Brett Reistad, Sons of
The American Legion National Commander
Greg “Doc” Gibbs and Auxiliary National
President Kathy Dungan were among those
riding the float. Four Medal of Honor recipients
— Hershel “Woody” Williams, Ron Rosser,
Walter “Joe” Marm and Britt Slabinski — rode
the float.

Continue funding programs
to end veteran’s homelessness
To fully implement VA’s pledge to
eradicate veteran’s homelessness,
Congress must continue making
responsible investments in affordable
housing and programs such as
Supportive Services for Veteran Families
that move veterans and their families off
the street and into stable housing.
(Resolution 340)

In the days leading up to the parade, a
delegation of American Legion Family
members and youth program participants
decorated it. On December 30th, American
Legion Post 13 in Pasadena hosted a special
black-tie event where Reistad, the four Medal
of Honor recipients, other American Legion
Family leaders, youth champions and others
were be present.
https://centennial.legion.org/headlines/21997/p
eople-around-country-saw-us-our-best
Medal of Honor recipient Ronald Rosser helps
put the finishing touches on The American
Legion’s float for the Tournament of Roses
Parade.

ROSE BOWL PARADE SNAPS
The American Legion occupied a prominent
position in the 130th annual Tournament of
Roses Parade Jan. 1 in Pasadena, CA. The
American Legion had the third float in the
parade, directly behind the Marine Corps band.
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Members of the 2019 Tournament of Roses
judging staff view The American Legion’s float
for the Tournament of Roses Parade.

American Legion Riders Chapter 43-member,
Cristina Molina, helps put the finishing touches
on The American Legion’s float for the
Tournament of Roses Parade.
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The American Legion float carried the message of
“Still Serving America,” highlighting every section of
the Legion Family and its various youth programs. All
of those components tied into the float’s celebrating of
The American Legion’s centennial being celebrated
this year.
“I don’t think there was a better time to do this,”
Commander Brett Reistad said. “(Having) the goodwill
of being out there, and people refreshing their
knowledge and understanding of what The American
Legion is, knowing we’re out there still doing our good
work.”
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American Legion Riders

Whose doing what?

Dan Rouse/Director
Dave Brotherton/Secretary-Treasurer
Bob Korns/Vice Director
Ralph Dinn/Chaplain
Rich Eilers/Sergeant-at-Arms

Wendell Hickman/Commander
Commanderalpost4@gmail.com
Dan Vines/1st Vice
Daniel.vines.dv@gmail.com

Sons of the American Legion

Brett Morehouse/2nd Vice
Brettmorehouse_78@hotmail.com

Norb Lankeit/Commander
Jeff Hamilton/1st Vice
Reuben Weatherington/2nd Vice
Paul Wells/Finance
Mike Brokamp/Adjutant
Ron Cornelius/Historian
Josh Hamilton/Chaplain
Bobby Merrill/Sergeant-at-Arms

Doug Brashear/Finance Officer
Financeofficeralpost4@gmail.com
Faye Fayson/Adjutant
Adjutantalpost4@gmail.com
Al Seiter/Service Officer
aseiter@zoomtown.com
Judge Advocate
Mark Gifford/Sergeant-at-Arms
Gmarkrobbie1@hotmail.com
Rick Hopple/Chaplain
641rhopple@gmail.com
Diana Steckel/Historian
Dianasteckel@gmail.com

Unit 4 Auxiliary
Ruth Conway/President
Tracy Webster/1st Vice
Becky Weatherington/2nd Vice
Brenda Lay/Chaplain
Secretary
Paula Smith/Treasurer
JoAnn Harvey/Historian
Bonnie Smith/Sergeant-at-Arms
Missy Bruns/Asst. Sgt.-at-Arms
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A Word from the Ladies
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improved Facebook page. They can
now be found at:

Karen Harney Barnett

American Legion Riders Chapter 4, KY

The American Legion Auxiliary of the American
Legion Post 4 in Florence is organizing a
luncheon for homeless women veterans living
in shelters in the state of Kentucky. These
women have served us and our country and
are in need. Now, we want to serve them.

December has been a very busy time
for these dedicated members. The
American Legion Riders Post 4 visited
the Florence Park Care Center on
December 22nd and delivered 20 bags
full of goodies to the veterans and a few
other residents. As expressed by Dave
Brotherton, “It was great meeting and
talking with the veterans. Veterans
serving veterans...”

I am asking all of my friends and family to help
us do this. Our plan is to give necessary items
that will help in their everyday life such as
brushes, combs, lotions, shampoos, pads, etc.
We would like to put these items in PURSES. If
you have any new or gently used purses that
you are able to donate it would be a big help in
us achieving this goal. Our goal is to give 30
purses. Also, if you would like to make any
other donations such as monetary or items to
go in purses, just let me know.
We will need these items by January 31. If you
will let me know if you have anything, I will get
with you to pick them up.
Any donation of purses would be greatly
appreciated by the auxiliary and the veterans.
Please ask your family and friends if they have
items they would like to donate also. Feel free
to share this post.
Thank you very much in advance.

RIDER’S NEWS…………
For all of you Facebook fanatics and
peeps, the American Legion Riders of
Boone Post 4 has a new and
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Not only did they find time to visit some
nursing home patrons, they also
stopped in at Colonial Heights and
Gardens on Hopeful Road.
American Legion Riders Chapter 4, KY

Dec 15th 2018
“This is one of the 21 Veterans we will be
giving care packages to this year. This Lady,
Jeanette Van Dorn, is a 95-year-old WW II
ARMY Veteran. We stopped by today and
gave her a care package and we were all in
tears. It was a great day today serving another
Veteran in our area.”
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She was greeted by the Riders with love
and care, and she loved the attention!

Now, you would think that these hard
working, hard riding, dedicated
members would stop there. Nope, they
also attended the American Legion
Auxiliary’s annual “Breakfast with Santa”
event on December 8th with Teddy
Bears for all the kids!
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The Annual CHILI COOK OFF is fast
approaching: January 19th at 1PM. Bring in
those fabulous chili recipes in order to win the
coveted first place prize ($75), second place
prize ($50), and third place prize ($25). Taste
testers who want to sample all of the entries
and determine the winners will be greatly
appreciated!! A SIGN-UP sheet has been
posted in the Lounge.

Congratulations on the jobs well done!!
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ADJUTANT NEWS
By Faye Fayson, Adjutant
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a speech, “Limited Government: Our
Right and Responsibility,” which helped
earn her a first-place finish and an
$18,000 scholarship in The American
Legion’s 81st annual National Oratorical
Contest: “A U.S. Constitutional Speech
Contest,” in Indianapolis.

If you are having any issues with your Legion
Card or membership, please feel free to
contact me at (512) 638-2353 or email to
adjutantalpost4@gmail.com
I plan on being available at the Legion the first
Monday of the month from noon to 4PM.

“I’m just blown away right now. I still
can’t believe it,” said Frederich of
Paducah, Ky., about her win. Sponsored
by American Legion Post 73 in Murray,
she is only the second contestant from
Kentucky to win the National Oratorical
Contest in its 81-year history. And
Frederich believes she made it from the
post-level competition to the national
level thanks to her “incredible support
system with my family, my community
and my (Legion) post … I’m just
incredibly grateful.”

DISTRICT MEETING
Boone Post 4 will be sponsoring our
next District meeting on January 12th.
Lunch will be provided at 1PM and the
meeting will begin at 2PM.

Winter Conference
The 2019 Winter Conference will be
held at the Crown Plaza, Louisville, on
January 25th and 26th.

ORATORICAL CONTEST

Let’s all come out and support our
participants who will be, someday, our
future leaders.

On Sunday, January 6th, our Post will be
sponsoring an Oratorical Contest for our
district young people. At 17 years old,
Carlissa Frederich entered The
American Legion’s Oratorical Contest –
her first ever speech contest – as a way
to learn more about the founding of
America and to express gratitude for her
freedoms. Frederich’s desire to learn
about and understand the U.S.
Constitution aided in her writing

1/21/19 Martin Luther King, Jr. Day
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FEB2019
SUN

MON

TUE

W ED

THU

FRI

SAT

01
Queen of
Hearts 7PM

03

04

05

06
Legion Riders
Meeting 7PM

10

11

12

13

Membership
Meeting 2PM

07
Queen of
Hearts 7PM

14
Queen of
Hearts 7PM
VALENTINES
DAY

17

18
PRESIDENT’S
DAY

24

25

19
S.A.L. Meeting
6PM

26

20
Ladies
Auxiliary
Meeting
6:30PM

21
Queen of
Hearts 7PM

27

28
Queen of
Hearts 7PM
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02

Karaoke 8PM Karaoke 8PM
GROUND HOG
DAY

08

09

Karaoke 8PM Karaoke 8PM

15

16

Karaoke 8PM Karaoke 8PM
Ladies Ham &
Turkey Raffle

22

23

Karaoke 8PM Karaoke 8PM

